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Be: Inspired

hen Angus Hughes did
hisbudget for the perfect
little student pad, his
biggest expense was for
screws (and a few cartons of
beer toreward mateswho
de-nailed some preloved timber). That'sright,
Angus’ unique multi-level abode is made alm ost
entirely from cast-off timber which normally
wouldhavemadeitsway totherubbish tip.

Local businesseswere happy to provide Anguswith
their surpluswooden palletsand packing case timber,
whilediscarded roofingiron and iron pipe stumps
completed theproject. “The size of the pallets dictated
thesizeof thehousewhich isthree palletshigh, three
palletswideand five palletslong,” Angus said.

“Theexterior and interior wallsare made from
pallets, whilethe fl oor has been created from packing
timber which was donated by alocal glazing business.”

The second-year CQUniversity Civil Engineering
student recently moved in afew mod-cons—fridge, TV
and barbecue —along with bedsand other furniture
made by hisfather, making it the perfect student pad.

Thehouseislocated on hisfamily property on the
outskirts of Rockhampton and is‘just about’ water
proof. Cyclonerating?“We'll havetowait and seewhen
one headsour way,” hejokes.

The hom e boasts good air circulation and cross
ventilation and Angussaysit has good potential for
student partiestoo, sinceitisin an industrial area of
town wherenoisewon’t bean issue. There’snorunning
water but electricity isavailable courtesy of adurable
power cord running from the family shed.

There’'ssleeping quartersin aloft which is accessible
by ahomem ade ladder and provides space on the lower
level for storage. There’salounge area completewith
day bed, and a spaciousverandah. The front door, or
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should we say doors, providethe housewith plenty of
breeze, light and views of the surrounds.

Fine-tuningisstill underway with plans afoot for
mozzie screens and other comforts of home.

“l saw adocumentary about the use of pallets for
housing refugeesin Haiti and that gavemetheidea.
| got advice from engineersand used the CAD design
software at Uni ... my family and student friends have
helped out, especially with de-nailing timber.

“Westarted in June 2013and have worked on the
house off and on sincethen. We left the pallets on
display on the exterior on purposerather than doing
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exterior cladding.

“I'vedocumented our progressin afew reports|’'vedone for
Engineering classes.”

Angushasplanstoexpandinto abigger pallet house project,
possibly involving awider range of students and seeking formal
planning approval. He says an expanded project may even becomethe
basis of afuturestudent research venture and has considered applying
for grantsto get it off the ground.

Angusnow hasthebug for designing houses, but plansto complete
hisEngineering degree before exploring architecture as a career.
“l reckon an architect with engineering qualifi cationswould bein
demand.”

WORLD'STOP
5 BIZARRE
BUILDING
PRODUCTS

ICE

In avillage in Sweden, a hotel is
constructed entirely out of ice each year.
Every room iscarved inice, including the
beds.

BEER
A Buddhist temple in Thailand has been
constructed from a million glass beer

bottles. The monkswho built it wished
to highlight the wasteful nature of
consumption.

NEW SPAPER

In 1922 Elis Stenman began building a
house out of newspaper. Apart from the
timber frame, the house was made from
rolled and varnished newspaper.

TYRES

As millions of tyres are thrown away
each year,they make the ideal, recycled
building material. They are tough, can
be stacked creatively and provide great
insulation.

PLASTICBOTTLES

In Thailand, an exhibition hall has been
made entirely from recycled plastic
bottles. Plastic bottles are becoming a
popular resource for many innovative
designers asthey cost very little and once
sealed provide good insulation.

ISSUE 19



