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Now here man
Th e life of a  refu gee

A change of habit
Th e w ay we w atch

Cycling cont roversy  
Sh ou ld bikes be registered?

Angus’  
GRAN D 
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Alt h ou gh  m a n y u n iversit y 

st u den t s look  for  sh a red  

a ccom m od at ion  or  even  a  room  

a t  a  residen t ia l college w h ile 

t h ey h it  t h e book s,  An g u s 

Hu gh es t h ou gh t  h e’d  bu ild  h is  

ow n  p er fect  st u den t  pa d  – m a d e  

fr om  t im b e r  p a l le t s .

Words:  M a r c  Ba r n bau m a n d  

P r isc il l a  Cr igh t o n

ph ot os an d video: Pet er  Lawr en ce

PALLET 
HOUSEperfect student pad
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Be:  Inspi red

W
h en  An g u s  H u g h es  d id  

h i s  b u d g e t  for  t h e  p e r fect  

l i t t le  s t u d en t  p a d ,  h i s  

b ig g es t  exp en se  w a s  for  

scr ew s  (a n d  a  few  ca r t on s  of 

b ee r  t o  r ew a r d  m a t e s  w h o 

d e -n a i led  som e  p r e loved  t im b er ).  Th a t ’s  r ig h t ,  

An g u s ’ u n iqu e  m u lt i -leve l  a b od e  i s  m a d e  a lm os t  

en t i r e ly f r om  ca s t -off  t im b er  w h ich  n or m a lly 

w ou ld  h a ve  m a d e  i t s  w a y t o  t h e  r u b b ish  t ip .  

Loca l  b u s in esses  w er e  h a p p y t o  p r ovid e  An g u s  w i t h  

t h e i r  su r p lu s  w ood en  p a lle t s  a n d  p a ck in g  ca se  t im b er ,  

w h i le  d i sca r d ed  r oofi n g  i r on  a n d  i r on  p ip e  s t u m p s 

com p le t ed  t h e  p r oject .  “ Th e  s ize  of  t h e  p a lle t s  d ict a t ed  

t h e  s ize  of  t h e  h ou se  w h ich  i s  t h r ee  p a lle t s  h ig h ,  t h r ee 

p a lle t s  w id e  a n d  fi ve  p a lle t s  lon g , ”  An g u s  sa id .

“ Th e  ex t e r ior  a n d  in t e r ior  w a lls  a r e  m a d e  f r om  

p a lle t s ,  w h i le  t h e  fl oor  h a s  b een  cr ea t ed  f r om  p a ck in g  

t im b er  w h ich  w a s  d on a t ed  b y a  loca l  g la zin g  b u s in ess . ”

Th e  secon d -yea r  CQUn ive r s i t y Civi l  En g in ee r in g  

s t u d en t  r ecen t ly m oved  in  a  few  m od -con s  – f r id g e ,  TV 

a n d  b a r b ecu e  – a lon g  w i t h  b ed s  a n d  ot h e r  fu r n i t u r e 

m a d e  b y h i s  fa t h e r ,  m a k in g  i t  t h e  p e r fect  s t u d en t  p a d .  

Th e  h ou se  i s  loca t ed  on  h i s  fa m i ly p r op e r t y on  t h e 

ou t sk i r t s  of  Rock h a m p t on  a n d  i s  ‘ju s t  a b ou t ’ w a t e r  

p r oof .   Cyclon e  r a t in g ? “ W e’ll  h a ve  t o  w a i t  a n d  see  w h en  

on e  h ea d s  ou r  w a y, ”  h e  jok es .

Th e  h om e  b oa s t s  g ood  a i r  ci r cu la t ion  a n d  cr oss 

ven t i la t ion  a n d  An g u s  sa ys  i t  h a s  g ood  p ot en t ia l  for  

s t u d en t  p a r t i e s  t oo ,  s in ce  i t  i s  in  a n  in d u s t r ia l  a r ea  of 

t ow n  w h er e  n oise  w on ’t  b e  a n  i s su e .  Th e r e ’s  n o  r u n n in g  

w a t e r  b u t  e lect r i ci t y i s  a va i la b le  cou r t e sy of  a  d u r a b le 

p ow er  cor d  r u n n in g  f r om  t h e  fa m i ly sh ed .  

Th e r e ’s  s leep in g  qu a r t e r s  in  a  lof t  w h ich  i s  a ccess ib le 

b y a  h om em a d e  la d d e r  a n d  p r ovid es  sp a ce  on  t h e  low er  

leve l  for  s t or a g e .  Th e r e ’s  a  lou n g e  a r ea  com p le t e  w i t h  

d a y b ed ,  a n d  a  sp a ciou s  ve r a n d a h .  Th e  f r on t  d oor ,  or  

sh ou ld  w e  sa y d oor s ,  p r ovid e  t h e  h ou se  w i t h  p len t y of 

b r eeze ,  l ig h t  a n d  view s  of  t h e  su r r ou n d s .

Fin e -t u n in g  i s  s t i l l  u n d e r w a y w i t h  p la n s  a foot  for  

m ozzie  scr een s  a n d  ot h e r  com for t s  of  h om e .

“ I sa w  a  d ocu m en t a r y a b ou t  t h e  u se  of  p a lle t s  for  

h ou s in g  r e fu g ees  in  H a i t i  a n d  t h a t  g a ve  m e  t h e  id ea .  

I g ot  a d vice  f r om  en g in ee r s  a n d  u sed  t h e  CAD d es ig n  

sof t w a r e  a t  Un i  … m y fa m i ly a n d  s t u d en t  f r i en d s  h a ve 

h e lp ed  ou t ,  e sp ecia l ly w i t h  d e -n a i l in g  t im b er .

“ W e  s t a r t ed  in  Ju n e  20 13 a n d  h a ve  w or k ed  on  t h e 

h ou se  off  a n d  on  s in ce  t h en .  W e  le f t  t h e  p a lle t s  on  

d i sp la y on  t h e  ex t e r ior  on  p u r p ose  r a t h e r  t h a n  d oin g  

Wat ch video
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WORLD’S TOP 
5 BIZARRE 
BUILDING 
PRODUCTS 
ICE
In a v il lage in  Sw eden, a hot el is 
const ruct ed ent irely  out  of  ice each year. 
Every  room  is carved in  ice, including t he 
beds.

BEER
A Buddhist  t em ple in  Thailand has been 
const ruct ed f rom  a m ill ion glass beer  
bot t les. The m onks w ho built  i t  w ished 
t o h ighlight  t he w ast efu l nat ure of  
consum pt ion.

NEWSPAPER
In 1922 Elis St enm an began building a 
house out  of  new spaper. Apar t  f rom  t he 
t im ber f ram e, t he house w as m ade f rom  
rolled and varn ished new spaper. 

TYRES
As m ill ions of  t y res are t hrow n aw ay 
each year, t hey m ake t he ideal, recycled 
building m at er ial. They are t ough, can 
be st acked creat ively  and prov ide great  
insulat ion.

PLASTIC BOTTLES
In Thailand, an exhibit ion hall has been 
m ade ent irely  f rom  recycled plast ic 
bot t les. Plast ic bot t les are becom ing a 
popular  resource for  m any innovat ive 
designers as t hey cost  very  l i t t le and once 
sealed prov ide good insulat ion.

ex t e r ior  cla d d in g .

“ I’ve  d ocu m en t ed  ou r  p r og r ess  in  a  few  r ep or t s  I’ve  d on e  for  

En g in ee r in g  cla s se s . ”

An g u s  h a s  p la n s  t o  exp a n d  in t o  a  b ig g e r  p a lle t  h ou se  p r oject ,  

p oss ib ly in volvin g  a  w id e r  r a n g e  of  s t u d en t s  a n d  seek in g  for m a l 

p la n n in g  a p p r ova l .  H e  sa ys  a n  exp a n d ed  p r oject  m a y even  b ecom e  t h e 

b a s i s  of  a  fu t u r e  s t u d en t  r e sea r ch  ven t u r e  a n d  h a s  con s id e r ed  a p p lyin g  

for  g r a n t s  t o  g e t  i t  off  t h e  g r ou n d .

An g u s  n ow  h a s  t h e  b u g  for  d es ig n in g  h ou ses ,  b u t  p la n s  t o  com p le t e 

h i s  En g in ee r in g  d eg r ee  b e for e  exp lor in g  a r ch i t ect u r e  a s  a  ca r ee r .  

“ I r eck on  a n  a r ch i t ect  w i t h  en g in ee r in g  qu a lifi ca t ion s  w ou ld  b e  in  

d em a n d . ”  �
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